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promise made ta his dying
father led to the first gram-
ophone record songs in
Assamese in 1924, The dying
father was Assam's Sungeefa-
charya Lakshiram Borooah, who set
the annotation for Assamese music, and
left his legacy with the Sangil Sadhana

and the Sangit Kosh. The young man

was Prafulla Chandra Borooah of Sivasa-
gar, Assam.

Few know that a decade earlier, the
Sangeetacharya was to go to Calcutta to
record Assamese
songs on the gramo-
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room often to listen to his violin.

In 1924, when he was all of 24 years,
Prafulla Chandra Borooah had to con-
vince HisMasters Voice (HMV) Gram-
ophone Record company that Assamese
songs would sell on their own merit,
and were not inferior to Bengali songs.
The very first Assamese gramophene
record songs were Kiyano pahora
Asamiva hera sivokal ashile swadhin,
and some of the others were Asi bon-

‘doki sandere samagat beerata narang- i

rayanan rupa andAsomsusﬁme
ﬂc_rpa_' }a)rem Jfanant
dharitri duhita, which

phone. Tt was his
dream to appear in the music exams of
Teinity College of Music in Caleutta, and
publish a self-composed book on com-
parative studies on Western, Indian and
Assamese music,

But, destiny willed otherwise, and he
fiell to an illness which took his life. Pra-
fulla Chandra was then 14 years old. He
had lost his mother when he was only
five. For ten years, he and his younger
brother grew up in straitened circum-
stances among kindly relatives.

It was Pandit Madan Mohan Malvi-
va, founder and Charles A King, Princi-
pal of the Benares Hindu University,
who were instrumental in further-
ing Prafulla Chandra's education,
They allowed him frec admis-
sion in the engineering degree
course. & rent-free single-seater
hostel room was provided to him.
The principal gave him an al-
lowance of ten rupees monthly,
and would come over to the

wereall set to tune by
him. In 1928 and 1930, Prafulla Chandra

Borooah went on to record four more.

songs, each in the second and third re-
cording of Assamese songs on gmmc»
phone.

Returning to As-
sam, Prafulla Chan-
dra got immersed
in the world of
theatre

and music. He was
. the Borgohain in
40" Joymati, thefirst As-
samese celluloid in

1935, His brother

Phunu Borooah
) was the famous
Gadapani, and
his two sons played

Pmﬁd!a Chandra Bormab

Lai and Lesa: He was a constant com- s

panion of Jyotiprasad Agarwala, and the
film’s memorable last song, Lm!ﬂﬂ?
pani jabi o boi was set to tune on the
fatter’s instructions that the audience
must leave the film misty-eyed.

By then, Prafulla Chandra and his
hrother had tried their hands on road
building, laying sleepers for the ralyays,

dredging the river, trading in rice and

ather commadities to finally being able
tostart their fladgling tez plantations.
Stradiling both the worlds of music
and commerce, Prafulla Chandra often
said that when he earned his first five
hundred rupees, he was foreed Lo
choose * between Goddess Saraswati
and Goddess Lakshimi'. He chose the
latter, and entered the tea industry,
where, unlike his peers in the tez in-

dustry, the Rai Bahadurs and their ilk,
Prafulla Chandra Borooah was a first
generation tea planter, industrialist and
proud of his humble beginnings.

In 2 career spanning various capaci-
ties as Vice President of the Tea Board,
4% Chairman, ‘Borooah Committee on
Tea industry', 45 Director, Assam Fi-
nancial Corporations Lid, as Director,
Assam Petrochemicals Lid, as Director,
Assam Tea Corporation Lid, there is a
story to be recounted on his Chairman-
ship of the Assam Film (Finance and De-
velopment) Corporation Limited.

As he was a self-made man, there was
nothing that mpressedl‘rafulla Chan-

dra more than a man’s trie worth, One

such young man with a dream was Jah-

Borooal's grandson-in-law.

nu Barua. He wanted to make is film,
but he had no collateral to plede with

- the Assam Film (Finance and Davelop-|

ment) Corporation Limited.

Jahnu was being turned dowr but he
wis tenacious. He arranged b meet
Prafulla Chandra in the aireraf on s
way to Calcutta. He narrated hittack of
collateral which stood between imand
his dream of making a film. Tafulla
Chandra listened quietly tha pro-
nounced, “Your talent will be ydir col-
lateral”. The funds were sanctiord, and
there was 1o looking back sine: then.
Jahnu Barua’s talent truly provel to be
his collateral . Years later, JahmBarua
was proud to become Prafulla Ciandra
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